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I  never  can  do  it,"  the  little  kite  said. 

As  he  looked  at  the  others  high  over  his  head: 
I  know  I  should  fall  if  i  tried  to  fly." 

TrY'  said  the  big  kite,  "only  try!.00" 


Mary  Louise  Friebele 
The  Little  Kite 


, This  bo°k  is  dedicated  to  those  free  spirits  who  can  still  enjoy,  what  many 
People  consider  child’s  plav,  kite  flying.  The  resistance,  X  think,  hy  adults  to 

te  flying  is  either  the  result  of  past  failures  at  kiting  or  the  fear  of  drawing  another 

a  ult  s  scorn.  It  is  strange  that  no  matter  where  I  fly  kites  people  always  stop 
to  talk  and  ask  questions. 


One  of  the  most  important  questions  often  asked  of  me  is  "Why  won’t  my  kite 
y?  The  question  should  be  restated.  "What  do  I  have  to  do  so  that  my  ki^e  will 
rly.  I  hope  this  book  answers  the  latter  question. 

I  would  like  to  thank  Dr.  C.  J.  Anastasiou  for  his  time,  advice  and  assistance 
m  having  this  second  book  published.  A  special  thank  you  to  Miss  Wendy  Stockstad 
for  her  drawings,  her  patience  on  the  many  changes,  and  the  cover  graphics;  thank 
you  to  our  typist,  Lauryn  Purych;  and  finally  the  Vancouver  School  Board  for  the 
time  to  piece  the  final  draft  together. 


Frank  Heyman 
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Kids,  Kites  and  Kindergarten 


Almost  any  piece  of  paper  will  fly  as  a  kite  for  children 
is  strong  enough  for  the  job  you  want  it  to  do. 

This  kite  unit  is  for  teachers  of  very  small  children  who 
extra  to  brighten  a  windy  day. 


provided  the  paper 

want  to  do  a  little 


First  make  one  of  the  enclosed  or  included  kite  plans  into  the  real 
yourself  and  fly  it.  As  you  know  there  is  nothing  like  an  enthusiastic 
encouraging  children,  particularly  one  who  has  experienced  the  pleasure 
in  flying  a  kite. 


thing 
instructor 
of  success 


Begin  with  the  CH1RIKA,  a  kite  from  the  sunny  land  o£  ciifornie.  This  high- 
frane  °lhet  tb.  P»per  which  9i«  the  Chitinga  it. 

Included  here  for  your  enjoyment  is  a  do-it-yourself  tear-our-plan .  Try  it—' 

you'll  have  instant  fun  with  this  one.  Just  follow  the  step  by  step  instructions 
to  a  flying  good  time. 


Start  with  a  sguarejaiece  of  paper  or  the  tear  out  plan  if  you  wish,  then 
fold  the  kite  following  the  letters.  (While  we  are  still  talking  about  paper,  my 
ite  classes  have  had  equal  success  with  any  of  the  following  materials: 

7"  x  7"  rainbow  coloured  construction  paper; 
three-hole  punched  lined  loose-leaf  paper, 

Plastic  mylar  used  for  overhead  projector  transparencies, 
aluminum  foil,  etc.) 


FoU  A  Fo  B 
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A  to  B  will  give  you  your  first  crease  - 
make  it  sharp  by  pulling  your  fingernails 
along  the  fold. 


Fold  A  and  B  back,  on  the  outside,  to 
the  crease  at  C.  A  and  B  are  now  folded 
back  up  to  D  and  D.. 
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After  you  have  completed  these  folds 
and  sharpened  the  creases  the  Chiringa's 
basic  shape  is  set. 

The  folding  should  take  not  more  than 
two  or  three  minutes  at  the  most.  The 
last  fold  is  the  only  place  where  younger 
children  will  have  difficulty.  It  is  easy 
for  the  children  to  fold  the  final  wina 
backwards  if  they  do  not  follow  instructions. 
If  they  don't  fold  it  correctly,  the  kite 
won't  fly.  Let  them  try  it  if  they  don't 
believe  you. 


nase 


Now  add  the  bridle.  Any  means  of  poking  a  small  hole  in  the  crease  of  the 
outside  fold  will  do,  a  sharpened  pencil,  a  ball  point  pen,  nails  all  work  equally 
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well.  Poke  this  hole  about  V  to  h"  from  the  edge  of  the  paper.  Cut  about  18"  of 
^thread ,  lay  an  end  over  a  hole  and  push  it  through  the  hole  with  your  pencil  point. 
Tie  a  large  loose  loop.  Use  a  reef  (square)  knot.  It  does  the  best  job  and 
doesn't  slip.  Poke  the  other  end  through  the  other  hole  and  tie.  A  tapestry 

needle  with  thread  does  the  most 
accurate  job  but  your  pencil  point 
will  do.  Make  the  hole  as  close  as 
possible  to  the  leading  edge.  Gummed 
reinforcements  glued  right  up  to  the 
edge  work  well  but  are  not  necessary. 


If  some  children  have  trouble  tying  knots  the 
bridle  can  be  attached  with  glue,  gummed  rings, 
bits  of  sticky  tape  or  anything  else  that 
keep  the  thread  from  pulling  back  out  the 
holes.  A  simple  fold  in  the  glued  thread 
help. 
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The  bridle  is  attached  to 
both  small  wings  in  a  loop  and 
should  be  just  long  enough  for 
the  nose  to  pass  through.  If 
your  bridle  string  is  too  long 
this  can  be  corrected  by  knotting 
the  loop  at  the  nose.  This  little 
loop  makes  an  excellent  attachment 
point  for  your  flying  line.  Tear 
or  cut  about  V  off  the  nose. 

This  tidies  up  the  small  tears 
which  seem  to  come  with  folding. 


To  find  the  center  of  the  bridle 
for  your  kite  hang  the  Chiringa  on  a 
pencil,  center  it  and  tie  your  little 
loop.  If  the  two  legs  are  not  even 
the  flight  will  be  erratic. 


To  construct  the  tail,  poke  a  hole 
through  both  sides  of  the  kite  at  the 
tail  end  and  push  your  thread  through. 
Tie  and  knot  another  large  loop.  Use  at 
least  2  feet  of  thread.  If  you  don't 
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leave  a  lot  of  thread  for  the  tail  it  sometimes  twists,  knots  and  pinches  your  kite 
leaving  you  with  a  tangled  wreck  in  seconds.  For  the  tail  a  party  streamer  will 
give  you  colour  and  plenty  of  length.  Crepe  paper  cut  across  the 
folds  works  equally  well  and  gives  a  riotous  range  of  colours.  Be 
generous  -  use  two  different  coloured  6  foot  streamers.  You  can 
always  tear  a  little  off  if  the  tail  is  too  heavy. 

This  little  kite  is  my  fun  kite  to  start  classes  on. 

Everyone  constructs  one  kite.  Then  as  a  class  we  head  for  an 
open  space,  spread  out,  put  our  backs  to  the  wind,  stand 
perfectly  still  and  launch  the  Chiringas  directly  to  the  wind 
from  our  hands.  A  mass  flying  by  the  whole  class  is  a  wild, 

colourful  and  breathtaking  experience.  All  the  different  colours,  the  excitement 
of  the  children's  voices  and  a  bright  spring  day  have  never  failed  to  thrill  me. 


The  launch  can  be  carried  out  more  smoothly  by  making  sure  the  children  are 
not  standing  too  close  to  one  another;  that  they  hold  their  kites  until  they  are 
at  the  specified  launch  area;  and  that  they  do  not  run  where  a  group  is  flying 
kites.  (Running  inevitably  produces  tangled  kite  strings.) 


|  One  tip  for  easy  launching  is  to  gently  push  the  center  crease  away  from 
the  bridle  for  flying  position.  This  crease  will  usually  "pop"  once  airborne 
but  just  in  case  it  doesn't,  this  little  precaution  will  help  the  novice  to 
become  airborne  immediately. 


I  am  sure  Chiringas  can  be  made  out  of  anything  that  will  hold  a  crease.  Try 
a  new  material.  We  flew  a  Chiringa  out  to  the  end  of  1500  feet  of  fine  silk  thread 
before  we  lost  it  when  the  line  broke.  Maybe  your  class  can  beat  this  "record". 
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At  Qualicum  Beach  we  "sailed"  two  Chiringas  at  the  end  of  500  feet  of  thread  out 
into  Georgia  Strait.  The  bottom  end  of  the  thread  was  tied  to  a  short  stick  which 
dragged  across  the  waves.  We  watched  until  they  passed  out  of  sight,  heading 
North  towards  Fanny  Bay. 


When  to  Fly? 

The  best  time  to  fly  your  kite  is  after  lunch.  Morning  winds  are  too  roily 
and  tend  to  toss  kites  rather  violently.  Stay  away  from  buildings  as  they  make 
roily  winds  too. 

Morning  winds  roll  and  gust 


Afternoon  winds  are  steadier 


As  a  weather  study  -  tell  the  children  the  type  of  day  you  would  like  to  have 
for  flying.  They  will  watch  and  observe  very  keenly  on  their  own.  Introduce  cloud 


Condensed  into  action,  the  Chiringas  can  be  made  and 
flown  within  30  minutes  by  a  class  of  children. 
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types,  highs  and  lows,  precipitation,  barometric  readings.  You  will  get  a  very 
Pleasant  surprise  at  the  development  and  use  of  a  weather  vocabulary  between  the 
children.  When  the  RIGHT  day  arrives  they  will  tell  you. 
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The  Sausage  Balloon  Kite 

A  long  sausage  shaped  balloon  for  each  child  will  get  you  started  on  this  kite. 
Try  this  kite  as  a  quick,  one  lesson  kite  to  build  and  fly  on  a  sunny  afternoon. 

Have  extra  balloons*  on  hand  in  case  of  breakage,  two  or  three  airmattress  foot 
pumps  to  save  small  cheeks,  two  or  three  rolls  of  %"  masking  tape,  light  card  stock 
or  heavy  construction  paper,  and  a  lot  of  thread. 


Blow  your  balloons  up  and  knot  the  end.  Cut  a  wing  shape  from  your  card  stock. 


If  you  use  construction  paper  fold  it  in  half  and  use  the  crease  for  your  leading 


*  Acme  Novelty,  428  W.  8th  Avenue,  Vancouver  has  balloons  by  the  gross. 
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edge.  You  need  the  double  thickness  to  keep  the  paper  from  folding  out  of  the  wing 
shape . 

Add  your  bridle  as  illustrated.  Put  on  a  long,  long  tail  and  you  are  ready  to 

fly. 


The  Little  Square  Flat  Kite 

This  kite  is  also  very  easy  to  construct  and  fly.  The  keys  for  making  this 
one  fly  are  (a)  the  bridle 

(b)  the  tail 

(c)  the  teacher. 

7x7  construction  paper  works  very  well.  There  are  several  ways  of  framing 
this  kite,  but  confusion  is  kept  to  a  minimum  if  you  work  step  by  step  through  one 
way  only. 


Square  Frame 


Cross  Frame 


Cross  With  Ribs 


or 


or 
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Template  for  Balloon  Wing 


This  wing  can  be  made  larger 
or  smaller  to  suit  the  size 
of  your  balloons. 


To  outline  your  kite  use  anything  that  is  light  and  strong;  i.e.,  soda  straws, 
bamboo  skewers,  split  popsicle  sticks,  balsa  wood,  etc.  Use  the  glue  sparingly  but 
enough  to  do  the  job.  Bondfast  poured  in  small  dabs  on  squares  of  wax  paper  then 
applied  by  finger  is  very  satisfactory. 


Bridle  arrangements  are  as  many  as  there  are  frame  possibilities.  The  easiest 
bridle  is  one  piece  of  string  about  18"  long  and  attached  to  the  mid  points  at  the 
top  and  bottom  of  the  kite.  A  small  loop  should  be  tied  on  the  bridle  about  1/3 
from  the  top  (or  6"  for  front  leg  and  12"  from  the  back  leg) . 


Ex-idl 


This  bridle  arrangement  needs  a 


in  the  wind 


A  four  corner  harness  is  better,  but  little  fingers  have  difficulty  in  finding 
a  point  where  the  strings  should  be  knotted.  Stay  with  the  one  string  and  a  long 
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sharpened  pencil  or  a  tapestry  needle  is  easiest  for  making  holes  and  threading. 


Don't  be  afraid  to  use  a  lot  of  crepe  for  tails,  the  extra  material  is  worth 
the  sight.  Indian  Cobra  Kites  with  a  face  surface  area  of  about  1  square  foot 
have  15  to  18  foot  tails. 


Glue  the  tail  right 


the  kite 


to 
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These  kites  and  their  variations  will  all  fly  if  the  rule  of  balance  is  followed. 

When  the  kite  is  hung  straight  down  it  should  lie  flat  in  the  air.  If  it  twists 
to  the  bridle  the  light  side  will  have  to  be  weighted.  If  weighting  is  impractical 
have  the  children  retie  their  kiteframes. 


The  frame  or  skeleton  of  the  kite  can  be  made  either  by  gluing  the  individual 
pieces  to  the  paper  or  the  shape  desired  can  be  made  first  and  the  paper  glued  on 
after.  I  find  the  first  method  works  best  when  working  with  7"  x  7"  construction 
paper  or  light  card  and  the  second  when  working  with  straws  and  tissue  paper. 
(Illustrations  on  following  pages.) 
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For  an  eye  pleasing  variation  of  the  flat  kite  try  tying 
and  flying  3  squares  together. 

Straws,  string  and  tissue  paper  are  molded  for  strength 
and  durability. 

Make  a  square  from  4  straws  by  threading  them  together  and 
tie  tightly.  (Make  3) 

Frame  can  be  strengthened  by  inserting  one  straw  inside 
the  other  and  folding  four  corners. 


Place  your  straw  square  on  the  tissue  paper  and  cut  the 
paper  one  to  two  inches  larger. 


Cut  off  corner 
for  neatness. 


Fold  the  tissue  paper 
over  and  glue. 
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When  your  3  squares  are  completed,  tie  together  and  decorate.  Add  a  large  long 
tail  for  balance.  This  kite  flies  best  in  a  good  steady  wind. 


The  Trusty  Two  Sticker  -  The  Eddy  Bow  Kite 

This  kite  is  guaranteed  to  fly.  Follow  the  instructions  plus  a  few  simple  rules 
and  you're  in  the  High-flyer  group. 


Making  the  Frame: 


The  usual  practice  is  to  notch  the  ends  of  the  two 
sticks  to  provide  a  groove  to  run  the  outlining  string 
around;  this  requires  a  small  saw  and  time.  For  my 
classes  thumbtacks  are  used,  one  pushed  in  at  each  end 
and  the  framing  string  is  wound  once  or  twice,  then  the 
tack  is  pushed  in  tight.  This  speeds  the  frame  making 
considerably.  One  tip  recently  shown  me  by  a  local 


FrorvVdl 

View 
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kite  flyer  is  to  staple  a  square  piece  of  cardboard  on  to  the  frame  to  steady  it 
for  tying  and  at  the  same  time  hold  your  90°  angles  at  the  cross  point. 

When  the  frame  has  been  strung  and  securely  tied  the  cardboard  can  be  removed 
and  the  covering  material  applied. 


Tie  the  cross  spar  to  the  longeron  about  5" 
to  6"  from  the  top,  then  outline  the  frame  with  cord 
or  heavy  string  and  cover  with  whatever  material  is 
handy  -  newspaper  is  good  (cheap  and  strong) , 
plastic  bags  are  excellent,  -  but  buy  bright  colours 
or  clear  plastic  which  can  be  felt  penned. 

Lay  your  frame  on  the  covering  material,  cut 
as  shown.  Flaps  are  folded  over  string  and  glued 

to  secure  your 
The  bridle  km-u  (loop*)  material . 

fl^ir^  lint  c*f\  be. 


changed.  suT 
different"  wind 

Gendifions. 


The  bridle 
knots  (extra  loops 
in  flying  line) 
can  be  changed  to 
suit  different 
wind  conditions. 


Please  take  extra  time  to  impress  upon  the  children  the  importance  of  balance. 
Care  should  be  taken  at  all  times  to  make  sure  one  side  is  not  too  heavy.  Balance 
your  kite  by  adding  the  necessary  weight  (e.g.  add  a  little  glue,  paper,  or 
plasticene)  to  the  light  side  -  do  not  trim  weight  away. 


An  wdly  +o 
check  Hie  bdldnce— 

Hie  kike  wi  II  rol&Ae 

the  hed-vij  side. 


Minor  problems  with  balance  will  usually  be  corrected  by  the  tail  of  your  kite. 

Now  that  your  kite  is  covered  and  balanced,  the  spar  is  ready  for  the  bow..  The 
spar  is  bent  and  the  bow  held  by  a  string. 


There  are  several  ways  to  do  this  and  every  new  class  turns  up  a  new  idea. 
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The  bow  string  should  be  a  few  inches  shorter  than  the  spar  to  hold  the  bow. 


fUil 


o 


■  Loop 


When  the  spar  is  bent  the  loop  is  hooked  over  the  nail  and  voila  a  bow  kite. 


Here  again  it's  not  how  much  weight  you  keep  off  but  how  you  use  the  weight 
you  have.  The  lift  from  a  kite  8  feet  long  will  pull  or  jerk  a  good  sized  man  off 
his  feet  and  drag  him  along  the  ground.  Several  strung  together  will  lift  him  right 
off  the  ground.  The  lift  then  of  a  small  kite  of  the  size  you  would  build  in  class, 
say  3  feet  will  lift  its  own  weight  very  easily  even  if  you  choose  1"  x  1"  wood  and 
covered  it  with  canvas.  This  kite  built  properly  will  fly  without  a  tail  but  since 
part  of  the  fun  of  kites  for  children  is  a  tail,  make  a  long,  light,  colourful  one. 


Next  time  you  make  a  trip  to 
Chinatown,  stop  in  at  several  of  the 
novelty  stores  and  look  at  the 
commercial  kites  from  China. 
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This  kite  was  patented  by  William  Allison  and  is  popularly  called  the  Scott 
Sled.  The  sled  is  easy  to  construct  and  even  easier  to  fly.  The  following  designs 
are  arranged  from  the  smallest,  for  kindergarten,  to  largest  which  would  be  a 
challenge  for  the  older  more  able  grade  3's. 

The  lunchbag  kite  can  be  cut  out,  taped,  bridled  and  flown  by  Grade  Ones 
in  about  30  minutes.  By  using  the  sled  pattern  this  kite  can  be  made  from  most 
any  material  available.  If  you  do  not  wish  to  pleat  and  tape  the  sides  as  with  the 
bags  then  you  must  use  two  stiffeners  to  give  the  kite  lateral  strength.  Straws, 
rolled  paper  or  balsa  wood  all  work  equally  well. 

Don’t  neglect  the  long  bridle,  it  must  be  the  4  foot  length  on  the  lunchbag, 

(2- for  each  leg)  as  this  allows  the  kite  to  open  properly  and  achieve  its  best 
flying  characteristics.  Tails  should  be  long  and  light,  attached  either  at  the 
end  of  each  stiffener  or  pleat  or  as  a  fringed  skirt  across  the  whole  bottom  of  the 


kite . 
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The  shape  of  the  vent  hole  is  not  important.  It  can  be  square,  circular, 
triangular  or  round.  On  calm  days  or  for  flying  indoors  no  vent  is  needed.  Venting 
becomes  necessary  when  wind  conditions  cause  the  sled  to  gyrate  wildly. 


Lunch  Bag  Sled 


Cut  the  bottom  only  from  the  bag  leaving  an  open  sleeve.  Draw  the  cutting 
pattern  on  the  seam  side  of  the  bag  and  tape  cutting  pattern  lines.  Cut  only  the 

side  of  the  bag  that  has  the  pattern  and  tape  on 
it.  Open  the  bag  and  tape  the  bottom  face 
according  to  the  pattern. 

*  Use  a  good  quality  light  thread  for 
bridling  and  flying  this  kite. 


This  will  leave  the  sides  of 
most  bags  as  stiffeners  on  the  top 
of  the  kite.  Cut  a  4  to  5  foot 
length  of  string  for  the  bridle. 
Length  of  the  bridle  depends  on  the 
size  of  the  bag.  For  smaller  bags 
do  not  use  less  than  4  feet  other¬ 
wise  the  kite  will  not  properly 
open  for  flying. 
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The  Scott  Sled  (Modified) 


This  kite  needs  two  sticks,  dowels  or  reinforced  drinking  straws,  strong  light 
paper  or  plastic  garbage  bags,  string,  appropriate  tape  and  scissors. 

steP  1  Step  II 


Cut  paper  or  plastic  to  size. 

■#= - ao“ - -* 


Step  III 

Open  kite .  Tape  on  longerons  and 
attach  bridle. 


njersn 


Fold  in  half.  Cut  out  dotted  pattern  for 

Both  Sides.  _  .. 

4 - 10- 


I  »* 


Fold  excess  tape 
over  for  double 
strength . 


Bridle  must  be  5 '  to 
6 '  long  for  best 
performance . 

(each  leg  2h  to  3  ft.) 


Poke.  We 

here 


Cut  a  vent  hole  if  wind  is  too  strong. 


Bridle 
hole . 

Poke  with 
sharp 
point  or 
pencil 
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Add  two  long  streamers  to  each  longeron  end  for  a  beautiful  eye  pleasing  effect. 
You  can  fly  this  kite  with  no  wind  and  a  normal  walking  pace  .  Sleds  can  be  made  in 
larger  dimensions  and  require  gloves  to  fly. 


25 


Classroom  Tips: 


Have  all  the  material  on  hand  before  starting.  For  the  Chiringa  have  the  paper, 
two  pieces  of  string  or  thread  for  each  child,  pre-cut,  pencils  sharpened  and  any 
other  materials  that  you  might  want  -  scissors,  tape,  gummed  rings,  etc.  Follow 
step  by  step  the  folding  directions  -  do  not  let  the  children  rush  ahead.  Caution 
them  that  missed  instructions  just  might  make  the  difference  between  the  kite  flying 
or  not. 


iinc|  Children  love  to  help  children.  Take  advantage  of  this  quality  when  kite 

building.  The  good  knot  tiers  can  help  the  slower  ones.  Missed  instructions 
can  be  retrieved  from  students  who  have  understood  directions.  Children  who 
have  completed  their  kites  can  help  those  who  are  having  difficulty.  Explain 
to  the  children  that  this  co-operation  will  lead  to  the  success  of  all  kites 
and  everyone  will  go  outdoors  together.  This  prevents  slower  students  from 
giving  up  or  losing  interest  and  gives  the  faster  students  a  chance  to  use 
their  knowledge  and  skill  to  help  others. 


Launching  for  All  Kites 

Two  good  rules  to  observe: 

(1)  Don't  run. 

(2)  When  in  doubt  don't  pull. 

Two  methods  for  launching: 

(1)  The  hand  launch:  put  your  back  to  the  wind,  hold  your  kite  by  the  bridle 
attachment  for  the  flying  line  and  when  the  wind  catches  your  kite,  let  it  go. 
Release  your  line  under  tension,  that  is,  you  should  always  feel  a  pull  as  your 
kite  rises.  If  you  release  too  much  line  all  at  once  your  kite  may  crash.  As  the 
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kite  rises  and  finds  stronger  steadier  winds  let  your  line  run  out  faster. 

(2)  With  a  partner:  have  a  partner  hold  your  kite  25  to  50  feet  downwind  with 
its  nose  up.  Call  for  a  release  and  pull  your  line  down  and  in.  This  will  give 
height  very  fast.  Once  airborne  release  your  line  as  you  would  for  the  hand  launch. 


Safety  Tips 

Spread  the  children  out  for  flying  room.  This  keeps  tangles  to  a  minimum. 

Keep  any  movement  to  a  minimum  -  all  kites  can  be  launched  from  a  standing  position 
if  the  wind  is  right.  Running  just  causes  grief.  An  hour's  work  can  be  dS5troySu 
by  not  watching  your  kite  during  the  launch. 


Running  creates  two  problems  for  the  kites.  You  cannot  see  your  kite  if  you 
are  looking  in  the  direction  you  are  running.  You  might  snag  your  kite  or  crash 
it  or  just  drag  it  to  pieces  on  the  ground  before  realizing  that  something  is  wrong. 
Running  backwards,  obstacles  you  can't  see  create  the  problems.  You  may  step  on 
someone  elses  kite  or  tangle  lines.  Therefore  avoid  as  much  movement  as  possible 
during  launching. 

Trees  are  the  bane  of  kiters.  If  you  should  be  unfortunate  enough  to  tangle 
with  a  tree,  don't  pull.  The  easiest  way  to  free  a  kite  that  has  landed  (?)  on  a 
tree  is  to  let  out  kite  line  quickly.  This  will  allow  the  wind  to  catch  the  kite 
and  pull  it  free.  If  it  is- caught  but  flying  free,  walk  as  close  to  the  tree  as 
possible  and  break  your  line.  The  kite  will  usually  pull  the  line  through  the 
tree,  if  it  is  not  too  tangled.  With  the  tension  of  holding  gone  it  will  flutter 
to  the  ground  on  the  other  side.  If  the  kite  is  impaled,  leave  it  and 
build  another.  A  fall  and  broken  bones  are  not  worth  the  few  cents  it  takes  to 
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Caution 

Never  fly  your  kite  in  the  vicinity  of  powerlines. 
But  if  your  kite  does  tangle  in  powerlines  drop  your 
cord  immediately.  Under  no  circumstances  should  there 
be  any  attempt  to  retrieve  a  kite  tangled  in  wires. 

Only  grief  can  result  either  by  a  bad  fall  through 
climbing  or  by  an  electric  shock,  particularly  if  the 
kite  is  wet.  Wet  flying  line  is  an  excellent  conductor 
of  electricity  to  the  ground  as  are  poles  and  other 
gadgets  that  might  be  used  to  free  a  kite.  Do  not  pull 
on  a  kite  to  retrieve  it  from  powerline  tangles.  You 
may  cut  through  the  insulation  to  the  live  wire  or  pull 
two  wires  together  and  blackout  the  neighbourhood.  T.V. 
aerials  are  also  a  hazard.  There  is  a  danger  in  pulling 
older  ones  down.  Permit  no  wire  flying  lines  or  lines 
with  metal  centers.  Remember,  grown-ups  as  well  as 
children  have  been  killed  trying  to  free  a  kite  from 
powerlines . 


build  a  new  kite.  Treat  all  snagged  kites  the  same  way  whether  it 
be  t.v.  aerials,  telephone  poles,  etc.  By  pulling  the  kite  towards 
the  obstacle  it  is  caught  on,  only  creates  violent  motions  which 
will  tangle  or  ruin  a  kite  that  otherwise  might  be  saved. 

Flying  Tips 

Flying  a  kite  is  like  fishing.  When  the  wind  "catches"  the 
kite  anything  can  happen  and  playing  the  kite  becomes  important. 
Pulling  on  the  string  as  the  kite  rises  will  cause  rapid  climbing  - 
An  exception:  be  careful  if  the  kite's  nose  is  pointing  down  -  a 
pull  on  the  line  will  cause  a  power  dive  and  possibly  a  crash!  To 
gain  height  pull  on  the  line  to  make  the  kite  rise,  pay  out  string 
fast  as  the  kite  floats  away  with  the  wind,  pull  on  the  string  to 
make  the  kite  climb  again  and  repeat  the  process  until  the  kite  will 
not  hold  any  more  line. 


disaster.  These  start  when  your  kite  noses  over  and  heads  towards 


the  ground.  Crashes  can  be  prevented  by  simply  releasing  several  feet_of_string 
as  quickly  as  possible”'-  This  removes  the  tension  from  the  flying  line  making  a 
recovery  possible.  With  the  tension  gone  the  kite  should  turn  its  nose  back  sky 
wards  and  regain  flying  tension  by  itself.  Don't  pull  your  line  -  that  only  helps 
the  wind  and  gravity  speed  your  kite  to  a  quick  crash. 


f  /  /  :  /  JP  corkscrewing_is— caused 

by  either-not  enough  tail 
for  the  wind  condition  or 
by  poor  balance  or  loss  of 
balance  when  flying.  If  you 

have  just  launched  your  kite  or  it  is  close  to  the  ground 
relax  the  line  tension  immediately,  release  a  lot  of  extra  line 
and  your  kite  should  float  gently  to  the  ground.  Check  your  balance, 
add  more  tail  or  make  any  necessary  adjustments  and  repairs,  then  launch 
again . 


Once  the  kite  is  airborne,  playing  the  line  by  tensing  and 
relaxing  the  string  can  give  loop  the  loops,  figure  8's,  power 
dives,  and  so  on.  A  rather  spectacular  stall  can  be  obtained  by 
flying  the  kite  directly  overhead,  (90°)  and  having  the  kite  lose 
its  lift.  At  this  point  the  kite  will  nose  over  and  fall  like  a 
leaf.  Pulling  the  line  will  make  the  kite  recover  and  the  stunt 
can  be  repeated. 
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Retrieving  Small  Kites 

The  easiest  and  fastest  way  for  young  children  to  bring  their  kites  down  is 
to  have  a  partner  hold  their  reel,  then  place  an  arm  over  the  flying  line  and  run 
along  the  line  until  the  kite  is  in  hand.  If  the  flying  field  is  not  long  enough 
to  permit  this,  walk  the  line  as  far  as  you  can,  then  go  back  to  your  starting 
point  (with  your  line  in  hand)  and  repeat  the  exercise  until  the  kite  is  down  and 
all  the  line  is  wound  back  onto  the  reel.  This  recovery  is  fast  and  prevents  the 
procrastinators  from  being  late  at  recess  or  noon. 

For  small  children  use  a  heavy  cardboard  tube  which  their  arm  can  go  through 
for  line.  It  is  a  cheap  and  easily  made  reel.  Most  furniture  stores  are  only  too 
happy  to  give  these  carpet  tubes  to  teachers.  If  requested  most  children  can  find  r*.* 


something  adequate  to  wind  line  on. 


How  to  Get  Started 


By  now  you  should  be  thoroughly  convinced  that  kite  flying  can  be  a  lot  of'^J 
fun.  How  do  you  get  started?  One  way  might  be  to  send  your  children  on  a 
scavenger  hunt,  give  them  a  list  of  desired  materials:  bamboo  poles  and  stakes, 
one  old  cedar  fence  post,  bamboo  window  shades,  thread,  and  anything  else  you 
feel  is  "collectable"  for  your  kites. 

Push  all  your  desks  to  the  corners  of  the  room  and  work  on  the  floor.  Make 
sure  the  children  all  have  basic  supplies  -  sticks,  covering  materials,  scissors, 
string,  tape,  etc.  Then  arrange  a  central  pool  of  materials  in  the  center  of  the 
room  where  extra  supplies  can  be  obtained  when  needed  and  to  which  the  excess  can 
be  returned. 
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Discourage  the  carrying  of  scissors  in  the  classroom  by  hanging  rolls  of  tape 
and  scissors  from  chalkboards  for  easy  access.  Extra  lengths  of  tape  can  be  pre 
cut  and  hung  on  desks  for  those  who  run  short.  Have  the  children  hang  this  tape 
from  desks  near  their  work  area,  this  stops  long  lineups  at  the  dispenser.  The 
children  can  cut  needed  lengths  immediately  from  their  own  personal  supply.  This 
technique  is  perhaps  the  best  way  to  handle  plastic  tape. 

After  giving  instructions,  let  the  children  work  uninterrupted  until  they 
are  all  finished  that  specific  step.  Encourage  the  children  to  help  one  another 
in  actual  construction  and  have  them  relate  missed  instructions  to  ones  who  don't 
listen  or  are  confused.  This  will  prevent  "instant"  lineups  in  front  of  you  for 
instructions.  You  will  now  have  time  to  walk  around  and  help  children  who  are 
working  but  are  having  trouble.  Explain  to  the  children  that  this  is  the  only 
way  that  everyone  will  be  ready  to  fly  at  the  same  time.  This  bears  a  good  deal 
of  repetition  for  it  to  sink  in  to  some  students  -  it  is  also  useful  in  other 
subject  areas  as  you  well  know.  If  you  feel  that  a  demonstration  is  necessary 
first,  do  it  quickly  otherwise  the  fidgeting  starts  and  the  whole  point  of  the 
exercise  will  be  lost.  The  children  love  the  hands-on  of  the  actual  construction 
therefore  why  not  use  your  energy  along  with  the  class. 

Creative  Coverings 

Why  not  combine  kite  flying  with  your  art  lessons  to  produce  unique  kite 
coverings?  Here  are  a  few  suggested  techniques  which  work  very  well  with  paper 
and  cloth.  Some  will  even  work  with  plastic. 

(1)  Block  printing  using:  potatoes  or  carrots,  wood,  plasticine,  styrofoam 
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masking  tape,  sticky  tape  or  homemade  paste 


(2)  "Resists"  using: 

(3)  Tie  dying 

(4)  Batiking 

(5)  Water  Colouring 

(6)  Silk  Screening 

(7)  Posters 

(8)  Collages 

(9)  Newspaper  and  Spray  Paint 

(10)  Stencils 

(11)  Splatter  Painting 

(12)  String  Painting 

(13)  Marbling  with  old  cans  of  enamel  paint 

Your  kite  is  capable  of  amazing  lifting  feats  therefore  make  it  a  work  of  art 
as  well  as  a  practical  experience  in  flying.  Add  fringes,  streamers  and  tails 
wherever  possible  for  eye  appeal.  Try  these  following  techniques  along  with  the 
many  various  art  materials  available. 

Block  printing  by  carving  a  pattern  in  any  of  the  above  suggested  materials 
and  then  stamping  out  a  repeated  design  in  one  colour  or  many  will  produce  eye¬ 
pleasing  effects.  Use  soft  materials  that  the  children  can  cut  and  carve  with 
kitchen  knives  (saves  bandaids  and  fingers). 

"Resists"  work  very  well.  Have  the  children  use  some  of  those  old  rolls  of 
brown  packaging  tape  that  pile  up  in  stockrooms  (the  brown  kind  used  in  butcher 
shops  that  has  to  be  wet)  or  masking  tape  if  you  can  afford  it.  Stick  slightly 
to  your  material  and  spray,  spatter  or  brush  on  your  colours.  When  dry  lift  the 
tape  and  your  design  appears. 
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For  cloth  and  brush  dyeing  a  paste  resist  can  be  made  very  easily  by  adding 
one  cup  of  flour  very  slowly  to  one  cup  of  water.  You  may  have  to  add  a  little 
more  flour  to  thicken  your  mixture  but  not  too  much.  Stir  until  smooth,  dry  lumps 
may  cause  weak  spots  in  your  resists  but  then  that  may  be  an  added  bonus.  Apply 
your  resist  with  plastic  squeeze  bottles.  Then  paint  the  areas  of  your  designs 
with  Rit  permanent  dyes.  To  fix  your  colours  and  remove  the  resist  wash  in  lots 
of  warm  soapy  water.  This  should  cause  little  if  any  colour  blending  and  give  you 
bold  colours  outlined  in  white.  This  resist  has  to  be  used  the  same  day  or  it  will 
spoil . 

Tie  dying  -  (cloth  or  paper)  Cloth  should  be  dyed  with  permanent  colours  for 
lasting  effects.  Paper  on  the  other  hand  can  be  dyed  with  food  colouring.  Cover¬ 
ings  for  small  kites  can  be  made  from  triple  thick  man  sized  Kleenex  tissue. 

Tissue  paper  and  Rice  paper  also  lend  themselves  very  nicely  to  this  technique. 

Fold  your  paper  into  squares,  triangles,  or  pleats  and  dip  the  corners  and  edges 
into  different  colours,  put  drops  of  colour  on  open  areas.  Open  paper  while  still 
wet  and  press  between  newspaper  to  dry.  Iron  when  dry  to  remove  wrinkles. 

Batiking  can  be  carried  on  at  a  very  simple  level  on  paper  or  cloth  by  the 
following  means.  Using  melted  parafin  wax  (use  an  electric  frypan,  the  safest 
method  if  you  don't  have  a  proper  wax  melter)  apply  your  wax  by  brush  or  small 
juice  can  depending  on  the  desired  pattern.  Remove  your  wax  by  using  a  hot  iron, 
if  you  place  your  material  between  a  sandwich  of  paper  towels  and  newspaper  the 
ironing  will  melt  the  wax  and  it  will  be  absorbed  by  the  paper  towels.  If  you  don't 
want  to  wax-up  a  frying  pan  melt  your  wax  in  small  cans  set  into  hot  water  in  the 
frying  pan.  (Caution:  Don't  give  Children  open  access  to  the  pan.) 


Brush  your  colours  on  between  wax  applications.  Tip  -  start  with  lightest 
colours  first  and  work  up  to  dark  colours.  Food  colouring  will  give  you  brilliant 
designs  on  paper. 

Water  colours  -  the  traditional  method  of  painting  Japanese  kites.  Let  your 
imagination  go  here  -  Silk  Span  and  Rice  Paper  will  take  water  colours  very 
nicely  and  will  shrink  slightly  as  the  paint  dries.  This  will  give  you  a  very 
tight  lifting  surface  for  flat  kites  and  a  bonus  in  flying  stability.  Paint  this 
paper  after  you  have  applied  it  to  the  kite  frame. 

Silk  Screening  can  be  a  lot  of  fun  but  care  must  be  taken  not  to  rush.  Make 

wood.  Explain  to  the  children  they  will  need  a  frame 
for  each  colour  they  plan  to  use  therefore  limit 
their  colours  to  a  reasonable  number. 


small  frames  from  V  to  1" 


Old  posters  with  their  bold  colours  and  scenes  could  be  used.  Choose  the 
best  part  of  the  scene  and  you  have  an  "instant"  decoration. 

Kite  collages  of  coloured  tissue  paper  can  be  made  with  fringes  everywhere. 

A  kite  of  eyes,  lips,  noses  -  the  childrens'  imaginations  will  produce  endless 
ideas  based  on  collages. 

Stencils  are  another  way  of  achieving  beautiful  design  with  a  simple  technique. 
Cut  your  design  or  pattern  from  cardboard  or  tag  and  spatter  paint,  spray  or  paint 
with  a  brush. 
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String  painting  -  dip  several  feet  of  string  into  desired  colours  and  then 
holding  both  ends  draw  them  across  the  covering  to  make  a  feathered  effect  or 
just  drop,  curl  and  snake  the  string  to  produce  a  design. 

Marbling  -  Have  the  children  bring  small  cans  of  leftover  enamel  paint.  (Place 
a  lot  of  newspaper  around  where  you  plan  to  do  this) .  Use  a  large  enamel  photo¬ 
grapher's  developing  pan  (easily  cleaned)  or  a  large  cookie  sheet  (which  can  be  kept 
for  this  purpose  since  the  paint  won't  easily  come  off  it).  Fill  the  pan  with  water 
then  splatter  large  drops  of  enamel  paint  on  to  the  surface  of  the  water.  Colour 
blending  and  patterns  can  be  developed  by  combining  the  floating  colours  with  cotton 
swabs.  Carefully  roll  the  paper  onto  the  surface  of  the  water  until  it  is  flat. 

This  will  force  all  the  air  out  from  between  water  and  paper  and  when  you  lift  the 
paper  the  paint  will  be  stuck  in  a  beautiful  pattern  (since  it  will  be  heavy,  use 
this  paper  on  kites  for  heavy  winds) . 

Troubles  from  Launching  to  Flying  to  Landing 

Cautions 

(1)  Stay  away  from  buildings,  trees  and  other  obstacles.  Winds  are  extremely 
turbulent  downwind.  You  might  launch  your  kite  there  but  a  class  of  children  will 
produce  a  disaster. 

(2)  If  your  kite  is  not  flying  as  it  should  check  the  following  list. 

(3)  When  landing  a  kite  try  to  bring  it  right  to  hand  without  having  it  strike 
the  ground.  This  prevents  broken  pieces  and  ripped  covers.  Some  kites  just  do  not 
want  to  land  without  attempting  to  dash  themselves  to  pieces.  If  this  is  the  case 
with  your  kite  try  to  land  it  using  a  lot  of  slack  line.  That  is  when  you  have  it 
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m  a  position  where  you  can  land  it  on  the  field  without  tangling  with  obstacles 
such  as  trees,  backstops,  people,  etc.  release  enough  line  fast  to  let  the  kite 
"float"  on  the  wind,  then  by  tensing  your  line  and  releasing  slack  you  can  bring 
your  kite  in  for  a  smooth  landing.  If  possible  have  a  helper  to  take  the  kite  in 
hand  after  it  touches  down.  This  prevents  sudden  take-offs  as  you  hold  the  line 
and  walk  down  it  to  retrieve  your  kite. 

Things  to  Watch  For 

Bridle  -  for  your  kite  to  fly  properly  under  all  conditions  the  bridle  may  have  to 
be  adjusted  to  suit  wind  conditions.  The  lighter  the  wind  the  more  critical 
the  angle  of  attack  to  the  wind,  therefore  shorten  the  front  bridle  string  as 
wind  speed  increases. 
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Balance  -  a  tendency  to  dive  to  one  side  or  the  other  consistently.  Check  for 
loose  fittings,  knots,  etc. 

Tail  —  the  stronger  the  wind  the  more  tail  is  needed.  Add  a  plastic  cup  (punch  out 
the  bottom).  Use  a  paper  parachute,  small  plastic  bags  with  holes,  or  just 
make  your  tail  longer  if  it  is  a  streamer. 


Power  Dives  -  Check  for  loose  fittings  and  tears.  Particularly  sleds  made  from 


Looping 

Uncontrollable 

Gyrations 


plastic  -  at  times  the  longerons  come  untaped  or  slip  causing  loss 
of  balance.  Check  bridles  for  short  legs,  loose  knots  or  slipped 
knots . 


Nose  Dives  -  Release  a  lot  of  line  immediately.  This  will  cause  the  kite  to  "float" 
with  the  wind  and  turn  its  nose  up.  When  the  nose  is  up  pull  down  hard  on  the 
kite  string  and  your  kite  will  climb  out  of  danger. 
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Miles  Per  Hour  Size  Adapt 


Some  More  Difficult  Kites 


The  Rectangular  Japanese  Kite 


Approximate 

Measurements 


[ a  Fold  over  bow  siick. 
And.  glue. . 


11  i 


Paper 

Frame 
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Make  the  basic  frame  including  the  bow  stick.  Tie  all  sticks  with  a  little 
thread, one  or  two  wraps  is  more  than  enough.  Dab  knots  with  white  glue  or  Bondfast 
Cut  the  paper  to  the  size  of  the  frame  leaving  a  h  inch  flap  to  wrap  over  the  bow 
stick  for  gluing.  Apply  glue  to  the  frame  and  stick  to  paper,  fold  flap  over  bow 
and  glue.  Let  the  kite  dry  thoroughly  and  add  a  bow  string.  This  kite  flies  best 
with  a  two  point  bridle  and  a  long  (colourful)  tail.  This  kite  is  a  good  stunt 
flyer.  It  also  lends  itself  very  well  to  changes  in  size,  just  keep  your  ratio  as 
close  as  possible. 


Two  Celled  Kite 


Here  is  a  one  stick  kite  that  can  be  very  quickly  built  using  railroad  board, 
sticky  tape,  two  1/8"  thick  elastic  bands,  scissors  and  string. 

Use  a  strong  spruce  dowel  or  bamboo  garden  stake  28" 
long.  Two  pieces  of  light  card  or  railroad  board  8"  by  29". 
Score  the  cardboard  9h"  in  from  each  end  and  fold  on  the 
score  line.  When  folded  the  cardboard  will  form  a  triangular 
cell.  Tape  with  wide  2%"  masking  tape  or  sticky  tape. 
Reinforce  if  necessary  as  flying  stress  may  cause  the  tape 
to  pull  off  if  it  is  the  1"  masking  tape.  Cut  tape  longer 
than  the  cells  and  fold  the  excess  inside  the  cell.  Make 
two  cells. 
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Hang  the  two  rubber  bands  on  the  stick  towards  the 
center  of  the  longeron,  now  slip  a  cell  over  the  end 
of  the  longeron.  Twist  the  rubber  band  to  cinch  it 
on  the  longeron,  stretch  it  to  the  outer  end  of  the 
longeron,  twist  and  loop  over  the  end  two  or  three 
times  to  ensure  the  cells  do  not  fly  off  in  flight. 
Repeat  for  second  cell.  Attach  string  next  to  one 
of  the  cells  and  it  is  ready  to  fly. 


The  Indian  Fighter  Kite 

This  kite  also  adapts  very  nicely  to  changes  in  size. 


■hxft 


For  framing  almost  any  light  flexible  material  will 
do;  bamboo,  cedar,  spruce,  or  reinforced  drinking  straws. 

You  will  also  need  thread,  glue  or  sticky  tape,  and  a  fairly 
,1-Wip  I  strong  piece  of  paper  for  the  covering  and  scissors. 


Position  the  keel  and  glue  to  the  paper 
leaving  about  one  inch  of  clearance 
from  the  bottom.  This  is  then  folded 

/ 

up  and  glued  into  place  on  the  / 

bottom  of  the  keel.  \ 


The  length  of  the  bow  stick  should  be  the 
distance  from  the  two  wing  tips. 


Using  thread  bend  the  bow  stick  so  that  about  one  inch  clearance 
is  left  at  the  kite  edge  for  folding  and  gluing  the  edges  of  the 
wings . 

Once  this  basic  shape  is  completed  glue  strips  of  paper  or 
W^tape  from  the  frame  to  the  flying  surface. 

This  kite  can  be  flown  with  very  long  tails  giving  it 
excellent  flying  stability  or  with  no  tail  for  fighting.  The  tailless  fighter  is 
very  difficult  to  fly  hence  a  need  for  a  great  deal  of  skill  in  flying.  Wait  for 
the  nose  to  point  in  the  direction  you  want  it  to  go  and  pull  hard.  If  it  dives 
release  the  line  quickly  -  this  will  usually  cause  the  fighter  to  nose-up,  then, 
pull  hard. 

The  bridle  can  have  either  one  or  two  legs.  Again  I  prefer 
a  two  legged  bridle  for  better  control.  For  reinforced  drinking 
straw  frames  push  one  straw  inside  the  other  leaving  about  1/3 
of  the  first  straw  empty,  then  keep  pushing  straws  into  straws 
until  the  desired  length  is  achieved.  As  the  empty  1/3  of  the 
first  straw  is  cut  off  take  this  into  account  when  measuring 
your  lengths. 

■Pin ■fd.il  Add  a  fin  tail  if  y°u  wish  to  fight  this  kite,  light  card 

stock  will  do  for  pleasure  flying.  Tie  one  long  tail  from  the 
bottom  of  the  longeron  and  a  streamer  from  each  of  the  wing 
tips.  There  are  countless  variations  of  this  kite,  it  flys  extremely  well;  try  a 
design  of  your  own  using  this  basic  shape. 


cut  off 
empty  3 


HE 


HE 


3L 


ns 
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D 


Keep  poshing  erne.  etrAW  into  tVie.  ne.xt"  etrdw  . 


Hexagonal  or  Bermuda  Kite 


This  kite  needs  three  sticks  the  same  length  and  how  you  arrange  them  is  up 


The  covering  can  be  a  complete  face  or  a  broken  face. 


Four  point  bridles  work  best 
on  this  kite. 


45 


bvidUei  V»orW 
best  on  this  kibe. 


The  Box  Kite  (Toothpick  Version) 


Make  two  sides  three  toothpicks  long, 
blunt  end  glued  to  pointed  end. 


MakfVwo 


Stand  sides  between  two  supports  and  glue 
crosspieces  on.  Use  glue  sparingly  otherwise  it 
takes  too  long  to  dry.  (The  large  blobs  of  glue 
tend  to  stay  soft  inside.) 


Tissue  paper  makes  the  most  satisfactory  cover  and  is 
with  your  finger  evenly  over  the  toothpicks  and  apply  your 
are  covered,  the  middle  cell  is  left  open. 


colourful.  Apply  glue 
paper.  Only  the  ends 


47 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


(1)  Brummit,  Wyatt.  Kites .  New  York,  Western  Publishing  Company,  Inc.,  1971. 

(A  Golden  Handbook  Guide)  $1.50. 

(2)  Burkhart,  Timothy.  Kite  Folio.  London,  Wildwood  House,  Berkley.  Double 

Elephant,  1974.  $5.00. 

(3)  Hunt,  Leslie  L.  Kite  Making,  Getting  Started.  London,  Collin-Macmillan 

(Revision  of  25  Kites  That  Fly)  $2.95. 

(4)  Hunt,  Leslie  L.  25  Kites  That  Fly.  New  York,  Cover  Publications,  Inc.,  1971. 

(First  published  by  The  Bruce  Publishing  Company  in  1929.) 

(5)  Jue,  David  F.  Chinese  Kites:  How  to  Make  and  Fly  Them.  Tokyo,  Charles  E. 

Tuttle,  Co.,  1967.  $3.75. 

(6)  Newman,  Lee  S.  and  Newman,  Jay  Hartley.  Kite  Craft.  New  York,  Crown 

Publishers,  Inc.  1974.  $5.95. 

(7)  Peterson,  John.  High  Flying  Kites.  Toronto,  Scholastic  Book  Service. 

$0.65. 

(8)  Wagenvoord,  James.  Flying  Kites.  Toronto,  Collier-Macmillan  Canada  Ltd.. 

1968.  $2.95. 


*  This  book  is  an  absolute  must  for  the  classroom  teacher.  It  is  a  delightful 
thumbnail  sketch  of  the  history  and  personalities  of  kiting  and  is  profusely 
illustrated  with  lots  of  detailed  kite  plans. 


KITE  FLYING  SAFETY  CODE 


This  is  the  safety  code  of  the  International  Kiteflyers  Association. 

As  a  member  of  the  International  Kitefliers  Association  I  will  do  my  best 
to  maintain  the  safety  record  of  the  organization  and  I  will  obey  the  safety 
code  stated  herein. 


(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 
(9) 

(10) 


I  will  obey  the  laws  regarding  local  kite  flying. 

I  will  not  fly  kites  above  the  legal  air  limit  set  in  my  region. 

I  will  not  fly  kites  across  automobile  roads. 

I  will  not  fly  kites  in  areas  where  there  are  power  lines,  nor  will  I  try 

to  recover  kites  that  have  become  entangled  in  these  lines. 

I  will  not  fly  kites  which  contain  explosives  of  any  kind. 

I  will  not  fly  kites  on  rainy  days. 

I  will  not  fly  kites  on  beaches  where  there  are  a  number  of  people  present 

who  may  be  cut  by  the  strings. 

I  will  not  fly  razor  blade  studded  kites. 

I  will  use  gloves  in  flying  kites  five  feet  large  or  over. 

I  will  not  fly  kites  in  conditions  of  low  visibility  or  in  any  area  where 

they  may  endanger  aircraft  in  flight. 
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